PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

STEVEN G. ROEDER 

THE LAW OFFICE OF STEVEN G. ROEDER 
5560 CHELSEA AVE. 
I-AJOLLA, CA 92037 


PCT 

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

.5-. (PCT Rule 43W5.1) 


fdtS 3 0 NOV ZOOB 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PA0607PCT/U269.67.P 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 


intemational application No. 
PCT/IB04/02704 


Imematiooal filing date {day/month/year) 
29 March 2004 (29.03.2004) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 
10 April 2003 (10.04.2003) 


Intemational Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 

IPC: G03B 27/32( 2006.0 1).27/42( 2006.01) 
USPC: 355/53.77 


Applicant 

NIKON CORPORATION 



I. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 




□ 
□ 
□ 




□ 
□ 
□ 



Box 


No. 


I 


Box 


No. 


II 


Box 


No. 


III 


Box 


No. 


IV 


Box 


No. 


V 


Box 


No. 


VI 


Box 


No. 


VII 


Box 


No. 


vm 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/j.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemational application 

Certain observations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of Uic 
Intemational Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicani choo.ses an 
Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66Abis(b) 
that written opinions of this Intemational Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to die 
IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of 
mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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PCT/IB04/02704 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




^ the international application in theri^guage in which it was filed 


[ 1 a translation of the international application into . which is the language of a translation fiinsished for the purposes of 
international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to tlie 
clainied invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




1 1 a sequence listing 




1 1 uble(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 — 1 

1 1 on paper 




1 1 in electronic form 




c. time of filing/hirnishing 




1 1 contained in the international application as filed. 




1 1 filed together with the international application in electronic form. 


1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


3- 0 ^" addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required staiemcnis that tJie information in the subsequent or addiiional copies is identical to ihai in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, >yere furnished. 


4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 6/5. 1 (a) (i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims J-d^ YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1:63 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1-63 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior an does not teach or fairly suggest a fluid barrier 
and an immersion system that delivers an immersion fluid that fills the gap between an optical system and a device, and that collects 
immersion fluid that is directly between the fluid barrier and at least one of the device and die device stage. 

Claims 1-63 meet the criteria set out in PCX Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because die subject matter claimed 
can be made or used in industry. 
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